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having been landed at 
Lisbon. An example of 
one of the covers from 
the mailing is shown at 
Figure 7. It is addressed 
to the well-known 
newspaper agents, Messrs 
Kirkland Cope & Co of 
Northumberland Street. 
A number of surviving 
covers exist to this 
addressee.

20 May: Kosmos Pentaur 
This was a direct service 
back to Europe, with mail 
arriving in London on 26 
June.

26 June: Kosmos Ramses 
An indirect service via Punta Arenas where 
the mail was transferred to PSNC Liguria, 
reaching London on 31 July.

11 July: Kosmos Herodot 
This was an indirect mail via Montevideo, 
with mail arriving in London on 11 August.

3 August: Kosmos Karnac 
This was another indirect mail with letters 
transferred to PSNC Sorata at Montevideo. 
The mail reached London via Lisbon on 14 
September.

4 September: Kosmos Theben 
The Theben arrived in Stanley on 4 
September. This was the relief ship for the 
Neko, which had foundered on her way south, 
along with supplies of the new ½d. and 2½d. 
stamps. The mails were taken to Punta Arenas 
where they were transferred to PSNC Potosi, 
arriving in London on 9 October.

15 September: Kosmos Totmes 
This was a direct mail and the London arrival 
was 19 October. This mailing carried the fi rst 
examples of the new ½d. and 2½d. stamps, 
which were made available for use from 10 
September. It was at this time that the Post 
Offi ce gazetted the notice proclaiming that 
there were no more surcharged bisects to be 
produced, although their invalidation did 
not take place until January 1892 and many 
remained in stock for immediate use. 

28 October: Kosmos Herodot 
This was an indirect sailing via Punta Arenas, 
where the mail was transferred to PSNC 
Britannia. The London arrival, via Lisbon, 
was 30 November. Because the foreign 
rate remained at 4d. per oz, there was no 
requirement to use bisects on letters outside 
the Empire, but it was inevitable that some 
individuals in the islands had stocks of the 
provisional which needed to be used before 
they became invalid. Illustrated at Figure 8 
is a cover to the USA which uses two ½d. 
unsurcharged bisects within the total rate of 
4d. for ½oz.

17 November: Kosmos Theben 
This was an indirect mail via Montevideo 
where the mail was transferred to PSNC 
Magdalena, which reached London on 19 
December.

21 November: HMS Magpie
This was effectively an extra mail. Theben 
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Fig 8 Two ½d. unsurcharged bisects used to make up 

the 4d. foreign rate to the USA. This is a very rare and 

unusual usage of the provisional issue (Reduced)

Fig 9 An undated piece 

with an inverted forged 

broken 2 surcharge

Fig 10 An example of a 

forged surcharge on an 

incorrect stamp

Fig 11 Despite the 

use of the correct 

1891 red brown 

printing of the 1d., 

the ‘Pincers’ cork 

cancel, which was 

only used in August 

1894, two years 

after the surcharge 

was invalidated. 

identifi es this as 

a forged double 

surcharged bisect

Fig 12 A surcharged 

bisect cancelled on 

11 September 1891, 

the day after the new 

½d. and 2½d. stamps 

were put on sale

had left and some mail was taken by this 
naval vessel and transferred to Lamport & 
Holt’s Leibnitz, arriving in Southampton on 5 
January 1892.

23 December: Kosmos Abydos 
This was an indirect mail via Montevideo, 
where the mail was transferred to PSNC 
Potosi, arriving London 28 January 1892.

Posthumous examples
Further sailings obviously took place 
throughout 1892 but were outside the period 
of validity for the provisional issue. To fully 
understand and appreciate the issue, it is 
important to touch on further aspects of the 
aforementioned ‘posthumous examples’, 
be they items intended to deceive or be of 
philatelic origin for the collectors market.

First, let us consider the use of different 
surcharge types created to decieve collectors. 
A few known examples are shown in Figure 9 
and Figure 10. In the main, these are not likely 
to fool an expert; some are even overprinted 
on stamps which were not issued until later in 
1892 or subsequent years. 

A particularly good example of an item 
intended to deceive is seen on a piece using 
the correct red brown printing of 1891(Fig 
11). This is accompanied by an expertising 
certifi cate of 1971 describing the item 
as a correct use of a double surcharge. 
Unfortunately for the forger, much work was 
done by members of the Falkland Islands 
Study Group in the 1970s. This item displays 
part of a London Registered receiving mark 
which has been cut away leaving only the part 
date ‘17 SE 9’. It also shows a cancellation by 
a ‘Pincers’ cork, which was only in use on one 
mail in August 1894! This in turn fi ts with the 
removal of the last part of the date, which 
should read ‘17 SE 94’. Careful research and 
caution must be taken if one is acquiring one 
of these items. As this example shows, no one 
should rely on an old certifi cate, in practice, 
one that is over 15 years old. 

The commonest form of used philatelic 
single stamps actually occurred on 11 
September 1891 during the legal period 
(and, therefore, technically not posthumous). 
This was a day after the new ½d. and 2½d. 
stamps were put on sale. These were also 
cancelled with the standard c.d.s. for that 
date. It is worth showing an example (Fig 12).

There are a number of covers which were 
constructed during 1893 and 1894 which are 
not intended to deceive but should just be 

regarded as what they are, blatantly philatelic 
examples in an invalid period.

To conclude, this is without doubt a very 
interesting issue for both the philatelist and 
the postal historian. Provided proper care 
is taken with regard to all the characteristics 
detailed, there are some very noteworthy 
items still in existence, but to labour the point 
again DO NOT rely on old certifi cates!


